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REPORT FROM THE BREAKOUTS

WATER QUALTITY 
Walter Matystik and Paul Mankiewicz

25 people signed Break Out Group sheet -- Educators, MC, NYC BOE, New School, EPA, DEC, USDA, DEP, BP, NYSWCD, HydroQual, eDesign, Con Ed, Urban Divers, Public health nurse
1 Characterize and understand the HR:  sources and sinks, methods of transport, and link federal, state, and local initiatives

2 Explore soil and edge buffer systems:  Be aware of body of water, and natural filters and buffers

3. Acknowledge angling and impact of toxics study (CARP)
Result in health impacts and use of the HR

DEVELOPMENT AND ACCESS
Dart Westphal and Justin Bloom

Geography of area – City Planning and others in the group

The Harlem River runs from Randal’s Island to Spuyten Duyvil.

1. Barriers and opportunities

i. Depot place

ii. Highbridge – HR is uniting not dividing

iii. Park Avenue
2. Increase participation

3. Advocate for funding to acquire identified  parcels

USES AND USERS
Joseph Pupello

Voted on three issues

1 Community outreach/marketing

Form a planning committee to do outreach to schools and conduct and support 
public events

Introduce organizations to the HR

Working with EDC – Sherman creek and BX waterfront

Media campaigns

Become an official scenic byway

Boat trips and fishing events

2. Balancing nature – people and wildlife

Develop ecology program
Play an active role in WTP, if it materializes
Inventory of existing conditions

Develop a management strategy

Id priority sites

Storm drain stenciling

3. Site assemblage/create continuous greenway

Write letters to Public Officials
Propose tax incentives

Maximize Highbridge as a focal point

Get out on the river

Publish an access map with designative routes

Become a more active component of the Hudson River Valley Greenway
Work with businesses and land owners to negotiate appropriate easements 

PLEDGES AND COMMITMENTS

MANHATTAN COLLEGE (MC) – Walter Matystik

· Continued meetings

· Blackboard system access for participants

· Data repository

· Go for a baseline study of the river

· Small office space with a few file cabinets – possibility
· Together MC will work with Paul Mankiewicz of the Gaia Institute and John 


St. John of HydroQuall on modeling
· Provide lab facilities for public and community members – maybe
· Interns with the Urban Divers - yes
GAIA INSTITUTE (Gaia) – Paul Mankiewicz
· Work with Community groups of interest in ecological engineering models
PARTNERSHIPS FOR PARKS (PFP) – Jenny Hofner
· BCEQ event jump started the Bronx River Alliance; the Harlem River could be the same.  PFP focus as a catalyst – now working on the High Bridge, Catalyst Coordinator.  So the Bronx can share in on the park.
· Can do outreach materials and help on outreach.  Let local leadership continue what they begin.
· If you want to get involved in HB Coalition or the Ragatta Park Initiative see Maria Luisa Cipriano.   
· Programming could be funded
NEW YORK RESTORATION PROJECT (NYRP) – Joseph Pupello

· Continue what begun; Work on an access map for view and access

· Stencil drains

· Inventory of existing conditions

· Overall plan

· Programming to bring people to the river

RIVERKEEPER – Justin Bloom
· Continue with participation

· Partner with everyone to the next level

· Id with community:  sources of pollution and how to address 

· Work to enforce the CWA
· Work with development sites that encourage access and using seqr

· Help community groups navigate the SEQR/CEQR process

· Public access – we sit on state committee with Metro North -- tracks and access

· Riverkeeper will act to bridge gaps between Bronx and Manhattan, North and South Bronx
· Offer Riverkeeper boat to look at the problems.  Make frequent patrols.
· Work with MC to get students out on boat.
· Seek funding to study some of the issues 

· CSO sewershed to reduce concentration

· Decentralized means instead of the Jamaica Bay sample

· Green roofs and rain gardens to minimize CSO
· Education program with the schools – get children out on the river and work with teachers to develop curriculum
URBAN DIVERS -- Ludger Balan
· Outreach and cruises

· Roberto Clemente Park

· Live from the estuary – what lives in the waterway
· Come join us – register

OPRHP – Mary Ellen Kris
· State parks involved in 

· Delighted to host events to get out on the water

· Host meetings – Regatta meeting last week

· Willing to serve as interface with state agencies, such as DEC

SHOREWALKER – Cy Adler
· Have been walking for 20 years along the river

· May 1st the Great Saunter.  Shorewalkers.org

· Working on Map/Guide of the Harlem River Valley
· Create one park – 900 acres park along both sides

· Attend meetings

BCEQ – Dart Westphal
· Continue and meetings
